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The collection of the National Library of India is built from different sources. 
It purchases reading materials, receives books under legal deposit scheme, called 
the 'Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act', 1954, under the Book Exchange 
Program with libraries and institutions of more than 91 countries in the world, gifts 
from institutions and individual donors, publications from some of the UN agencies, 
British Government, European Economic Community and so on. 


When the National Library of India was shifted to the Vice-regal palace at 
Belvedere between 1948-52, there was only one building wherein the entire library 
stock was accommodated. The collection then was around 3,50,000 volumes. The 
apartments inside the Belvedere palace were altered to suit the Library's several 
requirements. Owing to the effective operation of the aforementioned sources of book 
collection, flow of reading materials in the Library was enormous. Consequently very 
soon the collection grew enormously and space problem was observed and therefore, 
whatever extra hutments or buildings existed in the campus of the Library, all were 
altered and utilized to accommodate reading materials and organize various divisions 
of the Library. 


The Library began to grow in different directions, the activities of the Library, 
the readers, their demands, space for reading rooms, all started multiplying. Thus the 
need to reorganize the Library arose significantly. Several new divisions were created. 
A new nine-storied building was constructed in 1966 to organize special kinds of 
materials, like large maps, Indian official publications, hundreds of periodicals and 
newspapers, and microfilms etc. 


Conservation problems of the invaluable cultural heritage that the Library 
held in its custody were worrying the authority. In 1982 another building was 
planned. On 7" July 1989 the former Prime Minister of India, Rajiv Gandhi 
inaugurated a three-storied building. He wished to see this great seat of culture 
updated with latest information technology and developed with all modern facilities. 
On October 8", 2004 the Hon'ble Minister of Culture Shri Jaipal Reddy inaugurated 
Bhasha Bhavan, a multistoried complex with 40,000 square meter carpet area. The 
Library is now reorganizing its activities in this new complex, all with a new look. 
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RETRO-CONVERSION PROJECT AND VALIDATION: AN OVERVIEW 


1. INTRODUCTION: 

Library is an institution, which collects, stocks, processes, organizes, and 
disseminates knowledge to readers. In other words, it is the keeper of social 
wealth. 

In the present scenario, libraries are affected by a high flow of information. It is 
becoming difficult to record all the materials in conventional ways. From 1980s in India, 
attempts are made to modernize libraries. The National Library of India also did not lag 
behind and began computerizing its activities. Retro-Conversion Project is a step forward in 
this direction. 


2. RETROSPECTIVE CONVERSION: 

Retrospective Conversion means changing or converting from the past. The Retro 
conversion project is a process of converting our catalog entries into Machine Readable 
Form, which constitutes 2.5 million bibliographical records. 


3. THENATIONAL LIBRARY ANDITS BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RECORDS: 

The history of the National Library reveals that the Calcutta Public Library had its 
bibliographic records in a self-made system, which was in use until the Library was merged 
with Imperial Library. During the Imperial Library days, the Library's bibliographical 
records received better attention and were created by following a system equal to British 
Museum, which is now named the British Library. John Mcfarlane, who came from British 
Museum and headed the Imperial Library in Calcutta, systematized many library operations 
including creation of the bibliographic records and so did his successors. After the 
Independence of India, when the Imperial Library was converted into the National Library of 
India by passing of an Act called the 'Change of name' Act, 1948 by the Government of India, 
B.S. Kesavan was appointed its first Librarian. The National Library, which was following 
A.L.A (American Library Association) cataloging code for preparing catalog entries, 
switched over to AACR (Anglo-American Cataloging Rules) to create the bibliographical 
records of books acquired in the Library. Actually the National Library of India's 
bibliographic records represented, on one hand a mixed variety of bibliographical records, 
andon the other presented somewhat the history of cataloging practices in India. When 
the technology grew and the pressure was built for automation, in the changing scenario, the 
Library decided to automate and modernize its bibliographic records as also the Library 
services. 


4. AUTOMATION IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY: 

During the 7th Five-year plan (1985-90), the concept of modernization/automation 
was given a concrete shape in the National Library, Kolkata. After a fruitful discussion with 
the National Informatics Centre (NIC) and the Regional Computer Centre (RCC), Jadavpur, 
the Library authority decided to procure HP3000/37 series multiprogramming executive 
[MPE] computer operating system. The Library installed in 1987 the MINISIS 
[Minicomputer Integrated Information Software], developed by International Development 





Research Centre (IDRC), Ottawa, Canada. Although the cost of the system was US $40,000 
the National Library received it free of cost as a gift with staff training. With all these 
components, the Library's Computer Centre was developed and housed in the New Annexe 
Building. 


4]. In this phase, the Library developed certain databases and attempted to 
computerize its activities. The following databases are worth mentioning: 


I. To control acquisition of English books procured under Delivery of 
Books Act, 1954, the Library created a database called DBAACQN. 
On To control acquisition of English books procured through purchase, the 


Library created another database called PURACQN. 

S Tocontrol English serials, a database called CHECKIN was created. 

4. Tocontrol Scientific and Technical serials, STSERL was created. 

5 For circulation control another database called BORROWER was 
created. It could reveal information about / or the complete data of a 
borrower and the borrowed book. 


42.  Inthe second phase, the Library attempted to educate its entire professional staff in 
computer application in collaboration with Regional Computer Centre (RCC)Jadavpur, 
Kolkata. The Library purchased a software named VIRTUA and adopted UNIMARC 
format to create its bibliographic records. Massive staff trainings were organized to engage 
every professional person in the future generation of records. At this point of time, the 
government actually decided to begin Retro-Conversion of the Library's 2.5 million records. 


43. As the work was colossal, it was decided to outsource the job of Retro-Conversion. 
An advertisement was made in September 2002 in all the national dailies inviting tenders for 
Retro-Conversion Project. An Expert Committee, comprising the following experts was 
constituted: 

Prof. E Rama Reddy, Librarian, University of Hyderabad 

DrARD Prasad, Associate Professor, DRTC, Bangalore; 

Prof Harsha Parekh, University Librarian, SNDT, Mumbai; 

Dr Jayashri Chaudhury, Deputy Director General, NIC, Kolkata; 

Dr R Ramachandran, Principal Library & Information Officer, 

National Library, Kolkata; 

Shri Navneet Soni, Deputy Financial Advisor, Dept. of Culture, 

Govt of India, New Delhi; 

Dr S Majumdar, Director, Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi; and 

Shri K K Kochukoshy, Librarian, Central Reference Library, Kolkata. 
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44. The first meeting of this Expert Committee was held on 30-31 January 2003 to 
finalize the scope of the project as also other technical details of the Retrocon project. The 
Committee was unanimous in deciding that multiple agencies would be engaged to work for 
the project also because such a magnitude of work was not possible for a single agency to 
complete within a reasonable time. It examined the tenders submitted by various agencies, 
examined the presentations made by them. After careful consideration, five agencies were 
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short listed for the project. Before opening the financial bids, the committee discussed and 
made approximate cost of creating each record. Finally the financial bids were opened and 
list of rates quoted by agencies was prepared in ascending order. The formula adopted by 
the Government is that the lowest quotee is selected if the expert committee considered it to 
be competent or good to accomplish the assignment. So the rates of the lowest quotee was 
offered to other four agencies i.e. Rs.26/= for English and Rs.34/= for records in different 
languages, and requested them to decide whether they agreed to work at those rates, but 
that did not materialize. 


45. In view of the impasse thus created about the rates, and the very fact that such a 
colossal work could not be granted to a solitary agency, the expert committee resolved that 
these agencies may be allowed to submit revised financial bid in view of significant changes 
made in the scope of the work, which differed from the tender notice. Thus the financial bids 
were again submitted by all the five selected agencies. 


46.  Inthe2" meeting of the Expert Committee held on 28" April 2003 again a change in 
the scope of work occurred i.e. from UNIMARC the experts opined that MARC21 format 
would be better as several countries including UK and USA are using the said format. The 
databases like OCLC and Library of Congress having similar format will facilitate the 
National Library of India to exchange data conveniently if it also used MARC21. Thus, the 
agencies were asked whether they agreed to do the work in MARC21 to which they 
consented affirmatively. The bids were then opened and it was found that there was not much 
of change in the rates and the lowest remained at Rs.30/- for English and Rs.38/- for the 
records in other languages. The Expert Committee approved the revised rates. 


47. Accordingly five agencies were asked to take up the assignment. The Expert 
committee proposed that the agencies be allotted some work and after three months an 
assessment be made of the quality of work produced. If any agency is found incompetent to 
fulfill the target or committed mistakes beyond limit and, otherwise by other considerations 
found unfit, it may be removed. The project was to be completed in the course of ten years. 


48. The ALIO, Computer was requested to supply a proforma data-sheet and guide the 
agencies in the matter of technical details required in creating the records. 


5 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES: 

The Retrocon project aims to achieve the following: 

l. Convert the bibliographic records into electronic media and resort to 
MARC21 the format used by maximum countries; 

2. Provide faster generation, storage, retrieval and dissemination of 
information; 

3. Ensure exchange of information at a faster rate; 

4. Serve as an alternative media of conserving the cultural heritage; and 

5 Catch up with the standards of the developed libraries of the world. 































6. VALIDATION: 

In real sense, the validation job is to check whether the records created are correct. It 
includes verifying the correctness of information captured about the document, assigning of 
subject headings from a standard code, recording of data in proper tags and by the use of 
proper signs and symbols. In other words, the Validation was to ensure that the records being 
created by the agencies facilitate the readers as also the library staff easy and convenient 
access to documents by the desired approaches and that these records conform to the 
standards of MARC 21. 


61. The Library earlier had decided to outsource this work of validation. But it couldn't 
get any competent agency to take up the job. It then contacted ex-librarians and ex- 
professional staff of the National Library and the Central Reference Library and requested 
them to take up the validation work. But there also, it failed to get interested persons. As the 
time was passing out and no solution was emerging, the government then instructed the 
authority of the Library to engage its own professional staff to do the validation. Already four 
months had then elapsed after the agencies submitted their work. 


62.  Ateam of twenty professionals were selected and drawn from various divisions to 
form the Validation Cell. The work was new and the staff had no experience of validating 
MARC2I records. Thus, the agencies were asked to explain the process of their work. 
Slowly and steadily the reference tools were arranged and a group of officers and executives 
of the agencies carried out some discussions and tutoring. And then the work started with 
active participation and guidance of ALIO, Indian Official Documents and ALIO, Germanic 
Languages. However, other administrative and technical matters were looked after by 
ALIO, Russian. Initially, every member of the team was validating about thirty records per 
day, which later increased significantly. 


T7; CONCLUSION: 

The validation work has helped immensely in developing a team of professional 
cadre in the National Library. The team is receiving necessary guidance regularly from some 
ALIOS, who besides their normal duties are devoting lot of energy and time in streamlining 
the work. The arrangement of discussions among the colleagues face to face on any problem 
encountered in the process of work have helped immensely to clear doubts and update 
knowledge about the problems relevant AACR2 rules and the provisions in the MARC21. In 
doing the validation work, it was also observed that every teammate contributed adequately 
to fulfill the task with devotion and sincerity. However, assistance from all levels of 
administration and technical divisions were also received. The job has helped immensely in 
learning entirely a new system and its intricacies on one hand and on the other hand increased 
zeal to learn and contribute more for the institution. 





ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY 


INAUGURATION OF THE BHASHA BHAVAN: 


The Director, National Library, Prof. Sudhendu Mandal while welcoming the 
dignitaries & audience on the occasion spoke the following : 


Hon’ble Minister of Culture, Govt. of India, Shri Jaipal Reddy, Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, Govt. of West Bengal, Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, Hon’ble Minister of Library 
Services, Govt. of West Bengal, Shri Nemai Mal, respected Ms. Neena Ranjan, Secretary, 
Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India, respected Members of the Board of Management for 
the National Library, Dr. O.P. Kejariwal, Prof. P.B. Mangla, Dr. H.K. Kaul and Prof. R.P. 
Kaushik, respected Mr. S.B. Jham, ADG, CPWD, respected former Directors, Distinguished 
guests, fellow colleagues, ladies and gentleman : 


I feel it my proud privilege to extend you all a very hearty welcome on this most 
auspicious occasion of the Inauguration of the Bhasha Bhavan (House of Languages) of the 
National Library of India. 


The National Library was born in this city of Joy, Kolkata. The city has earned fame as 
a centre of learning and of art, literature, culture and religion, science and medicine over 
nearly four hundred years. This city, the place of work of five nobel laureates - Ronald Ross, 
Rabindranath Tagore, C.V. Raman, Mother Teresa, Amartya Sen and the Oscar winner 
Satyajit Ray - claims a pride of place not only in the history of India but also globally. The 
National Library enjoys a unique distinction of being one of the very few institutions in the 
world, which have completed hundred years. 


Needless to mention that “Library is a growing organism" and it is evident from the 
fact that the National Library which started its journey as Calcutta Public Library from an 
apartment of F.P. Strong in 1836, through Imperial Library in 1903, is now stepping into yet 
another massive building called Bhasha Bhavan (the House of Languages) whose 
foundation stone was laid by the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on 7th April, 1989. He 
desired to see the National Library of India at par with other national libraries of the world 
keeping in view massive information flow, its storage and retrieval. 


The Govt. Of India through its CPWD (Central Public & Works Department) 
constructed this gigantic building for the Library covering a carpet area of 40,000 sq. Meter 
with fully airconditioned. State-of-art technology and modern facilities to enable the 
National Library of India overcome the space problem for arranging its huge collection and 
providing the desired services to 1500 readers and scholars at a time coming from different 
parts ofthe world. This building will now be inaugurated by our Hon'ble Minister of Culture, 
Shri Jaipal Reddy. The Reading Room will also be opened by our Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee. 





| 
Inauguration of Bhasha Bhavan by lighting the lamp by Hon'ble Minister of Culture Shri Jaipal Reddy 


It is indeed a very happy occasion to have in our midst today the Hon'ble Minister of 
Culture, Govt. of India, Shri Jaipal Reddy who has very kindly consented to inaugurate this 
building. Shri Reddy needs hardly any introduction but I shall be failing in my duty if I do not 
make a passing but extremely pertinent reference to his formidable stature as one of the 
greatest cultural luminaries of our nation. At the same time, it gives us great pleasure to have 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister of West Bengal, Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee as our President 
this evening. I do humbly believe that Shri Bhattacharjee's mighty presence would surely 
heighten the lustre and appeal ofa very special occasion. Equally, I am greatful to Shri Nemai 
Mal, Hon'ble Minister of Library Services, Govt. of West Bengal for his presence as Guest of 
Honour. I am also happy to mention specially that Ms. Neena Ranjan, respected Secretary, 
Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India is also with us and helping us out of turn for the betterment 
of the National Library. 


I also express my deep sense of gratitude to the Hon'ble Members of the Board of 
Management for the National Library for their constructive suggestions, constant support 
and proper guidance not only for the construction of the massive building but also for all the 
matters pertaining to the National Library. 


Once again, I extend to you all a very hearty welcome to make this inaugural 
programme of Bhasha Bhavan a great success and a memorable one. 








In his inaugural speech the Union Minister of Culture Shri Reddy wished that this 
modern building will solve the space problems of the Librarysfor at least two decades, users 
would find all modern facilities to find the place friendly and devote their precious time and 
energy in real pursuit of studies. He expected that the Library would change with the time 
and welcome the modern technology to serve its users in a better way. 





Inaugural speech by Shri Jaipal Reddy in the auditorium of the Bhasha Bhavan 





The Chief Minister of West Bengal Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee recollected his 
good old college days when he used to consult the Library regularly. He wished that the 
Library with its new complex would expand its activities, cater to the needs of the reading 
community in a better way and support researchers in the country. 


Shri Nemai Mal, Minister for Libraries, West Bengal in his address hailed the 
contribution of the Library and its employees in the library movement in the state. 


The Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Ms. Neena Ranjan in her address congratulated 
the Library authority and all the members of the staff on the occasion and wished that all 
would work together to uphold the prestige of the institution with more enthusiasm and 
energy. 


While Shri Jaipal Reddy on the occasion released a book 'Origin of the National 
Library; Days of the Calcutta Public Library’, written by Shri P T Nair, a noted historian of 
Calcutta, Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, Chief Minister, Govt. of West Bengal released a set 
of picture post cards on the National Library and Shri Nemai Mal, Minister for Libraries, 
Govt. of West Bengal released the special issue ofthe National Library Newsletter. 


The Union Minister distributed prizes won by the contestants from colleges and 
universities of West Bengal in the Debate Competitions, held during the Centenary 
Celebration of the Library. 


On this special occasion mementos, copies of just released book, brochure, a set of 
picture post cards, the National Library Newsletter, a wrist watch and a bundle of other books 
were presented to all the dignitaries on the dais, the Union Minister, the Chief Minister, the 
Minister for Libraries, the Secretary, Ministry of Culture and to all the members of the Board 
of Management, National Library present in the Auditorium. 


The Union Minister honoured some of the senior most employees of the Library by 
presenting them mementos of the Centenary celebration. 


Towards the end of the function, a colourful dance drama CHANDALIKA was 
presented by the Mamata Shankar Ballet troupe, which the Union Minister watched with 
great interest. 





CHANDALIKA A scene from the Tagore's dance drama 

EXHIBITIONS: 

The National Library organized an exhibition of books and press clippings on 
Professor Hirendranath Mukherji who was a noted Parliamentarian, a political leader, an 
academician of repute of the University of Calcutta and a respected reader of the National 
Library. The exhibition was held in the main building of the National Library and kept open 
for public from 2" November 2004 to 8" November 2004. 


The National Library put up a Hindi books exhibition in the main building of the 
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National Library to mark a fortnight of Hindi Diwas [Hindi Day]. Dr Kusum Khemani 
inaugurated the exhibition, which was opened for public from 14" to 29" November 2004. 





Dr Kusum Khemani discussing about the exhibition 
SEMINAR AND CONFERENCE: 


The Library deputed Shri H P Gedam, Library & Information Officer [LIO], Smt 
Tanima Sarkar, ALIO, Smt Tripti Das Roy, Shri Sanyasi Charan Mondal and Md. Aslam all 
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Seminar on the Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954 at the university library, at Panaji, Goa 
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LIA to attend 50" annual conference of the Indian Library Association [ILA] at Vadodara, 
Gujarat from 1“ to 4" December 2004. Prof. Sudhendu Mandal, Director, National Library 
headed the delegation. On the 2" day ofthe conference Prof. Mandal chaired the sessions. 


The 26" annual conference of Indian Association of Special Libraries & Information 
Centres [IASLIC] was held at Jadavpur University, Kolkata between 31" Decemeber 2004 
and 3" January 2005. While the Library deputed some officers and Library and Information 
Assistants, namely Shri Jagmal Singh, V. Jayraman, Prabir Chakraborty, Somnath Panja, 
Swapan Pailan, Amit Debnath and Rabindra Nath Mondal to attend the said conference, the 
Director Prof Sudhendu Mandal and the Principal Library & Information Officer Dr R 
Ramachandran took active part in the deliberations. Prof. Mandal delivered the Valedictory 
address on 3rd January 2005. 


The National Library organized campaign programme in the form ofa seminar on the 
Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954 at the university of Goa library at Panaji, Goa 
on 26" November 2004. Noted writers, professors and librarians of Goa took active part in 
the programme. 


COLLECTION BUILDING: 


A valuable collection of 118 books in Chinese and Tibetan languages were received 
from Beijing under the book exchange programme, under the provisions of the bi-lateral 
Cultural Exchange Programme between India and China. The collection included modern 
Chinese literature, language learning material, books on the culture and civilization of China 
and the reference books. 


IN-SERVICE TRAINING AND EDUCATION: 
The National Mission on Manuscript and the Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library 





Smt Malabika Ghosh, Assistant Library & Information Officer, National Library delivering lecture at 
Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library, Patna 















organized a Workshop on Preventive conservation of manuscripts at Patna, Bihar between 6" 
and 13" October 2004. Smt Malabika Ghosh, Assistant Library & Information Officer, 
National Library was deputed to the said workshop to act as a resource person. 


The Library celebrated 'Hindi Pakhwada' from November 1" to 14", 2004 to promote 
use of Hindi in official work. On the said occasion, besides several competitive programmes, 
like noting, drafting, essay writing, debating in Hindi by Hindi speaking and non Hindi 
speaking staff members, a cultural programme in the form of Odisi dance was performed by a 
local troupe. The programme coincided with the celebration of 'Hindi Diwas' on 14" 
November 2004. 





A programme during the Hindi Pakhwada Samaroh in the National Library 


RESEARCH ASSISTANCE: 


The Library extended reference and bibliographical assistance to the following 
scholars who consulted the Library for their research work: 


FOREIGN SCHOLARS: 
i Mr Pragashnic Ponnen, University of South Africa. Topic: Indian 


indentured labour, 1830-1900. 
2. Mr Todd Higvera De Gonzales, Yale University, USA. Topic: Indian 


middle class urban development. 

Ms Arifa Sultana, Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh. Topic: Women 
in Bengal society and politics, 1905-1947. 

Md. Mokarrom Hossain Sayed, Islamic University, Kushtia, 
Bangladesh. Topic: William Wordsworth and Alfred Tennyson: a 
comparative study of nature in their poetry. 

Md. Maher Ali, Islamic University, Kushtia, Bangladesh. Topic: The 
theme of conflict in the novels of E M Forster. 


INDIAN SCHOLARS: 


6. 


12; 


T3. 


Mr Sameer Kumar Dubey, V.B.S. Purvanchal University, UP. Topic: 
Nobility under Shahjahan's rule. 

Mr Samik Basu, Vinoba Bhave University, Hazaribag, Jharkahnd. Topic: 
A study of Alienation and compromise in the fictions of Rohinton Mistry. 

Dr Sangeeta Datta, University of Guwahati, Assam. Topic: A comparative 
study on the family of chronic alcoholic patients. 

Md Ibrar Alam Ansari, Aligarh Muslim University, UP. Topic: A study of 
writing in Vikram Seth's novel. 

Ms Ruchika Sharma, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Topic: 
Contemporary consciousness in Anwar Azeem's writings: An analytical 
study. 

Ms Aindrila Mukherjee, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, WB. Topic: 
Monther India : Responses of three western women - Katherine Mayo, 
Florence Nightingale & Sister Nivedita. 

Mr Dipanjali Das, North East Hill University, Shillong, Meghalaya. 
Topic: The narrative technique of Amitav Ghosh with special reference 
to the Hungry Tide. 

Ms Madhushree Chakraborty, Allahabad University, UP. Topic: Inland 
migration during the colonial period: A study of migrant Bengali 
community of Allahabad, 1880-1920. 

Ms Monideepa Das, Ranchi University, Jharkhand. Topic: 
Harmonization of accounting standards in some Asian countries with special 
reference to India. 

Mr Partha Priya Das, Ranchi University, Jharkhand. Topic: 
Globalization and its impact on private sector enterprises with special 
reference to the Tinplate Company of India Ltd.[TCIL] a case study. 

Ms Gari Goswami, Calcutta University, WB. Topic: Fact value 
distinction: examination of some theories. 

Ms Mithu Mullick, Jadavpur University, WB. Topic: 'Howrah jelar 
Shiber Gazan o Shib kendrik sahityer bislesan'. 








HERITAGE LIBRARIES: 
KONNAGAR PUBLIC LIBRARY 


29 kilometers away from Kolkata, this Library is situated in Konnagar on the western 
strand of river Bhagirathi, a tributary of Great Ganges. It was established in 1858. When the 
Library was established the place was a village, but now it is a town maintained by the 
Konnagar Municipality under the Government of West Bengal. 


19" century, the renaissance of Young Bengal inspired many great sons of Bengal. 
Amongst such people was Shib Chandra Deb who contributed immensely for the 
development of Konnagar, and one of such acts was the establishment of this Library. Until 
1871 Shib Chandra Deb personally took care of the Library, developed and maintained it. In 
1909 a building committee was constituted for erecting Library's own building. In 1927 
through donations and subscription of the members, a building was constructed. Slowly 
came up the reading room, courtyard in the front side, a hall on the back yard and a boundary 
wall. The Library however, was known and recorded as 'Konnagar Public Library and Free 
Reading Room' in the twenties. From that time to 15" June 1929 the Library was situated in 
the building of the English School. 
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Konnagar Public Library and Free Reading Room 






16" June 1929 is a memorable day in the history of this Library, as the Library shifted 
to its new house on this day. It was on 24" November 1926 that an agreement between the 
Library authority and the Secretary of State for India in Council was signed and by the Land 
Acquisition Act I of 1894 a land of 0.29 acre or 17 cottah 11 chatak with a pond was granted 
to the Library by the Government at a cost of Rs.2652 and Annas 14. This information 
corroborates with the notification published in The Calcutta Gazette Dec.9, 1926, p.1867- 
68. 


Initially a Management Committee consisting of 16 members looked after the 
Library, but the number varied at different period of time. The Library had initially three staff 
members with a very meager amount paid to them as salary. Shri Dhirendranath 
Bandyopadhyay who served the Library from 1939 to 1989, neither claimed salary nor 
position from the Government. But he served the people relentlessly and performed duties 
right from cleaning books to serving readers with books including of course, collecting 
subscription of Rs.1/— per member, distributing circulars of the Library to them, etc. etc. It 
was in January 1988 that the Library authority in consideration of the dedicated work and 
sincerity of Shri Bandyopadhyay, honoured him with a monthly pension of Rs.60/= Shri 
Bandyopadhyay however expired on 4" November 1991. 

From 1906 to 1909 the yearly membership of the Library was around sixty. The 
number has increased considerably and now stands at around 1500. The collection too has 
grown to nearly 30,000 titles including the bound volumes of periodicals. In 1962 when the 
Government of West Bengal recognized the Library, it started receiving grants for its 
maintenance. Now the number of employees has increased. The Library has 4 permanent as 
well as, a number of part time employees. 


The Library remains open from | p.m. to 8 p.m. with services to children as well for an 
hour. The readers were loaned books for home reading right from the beginning, and 
therefore, the Library did not curtail this facility even today. There were however, four 
categories of members and accordingly they were eligible for borrowing a fixed number of 
books, like the Category 1 received 4 books at a time and the rest in the descending order 
received 3,2 and 1. Later the categories became three and so the number of books issued to 
them also became 3,2 and 1. From February 1979, there are only two categories, General and 
Life members. Everybody is issued a book for 15 days and for over due a fine of Rs.0.25 is 
charged. The students of class 11 and above also get textbooks from this Library. Children 
are free to use the Library and are allowed to browse between racks to choose books. The 
students however, need to deposit Rs.5/= to borrow a book. 


Undoubtedly, this Library has immensely helped the residents of the locality. People 
of not only national but of international repute have utilized services of this Library, 
significant among them are Prof Dinesh Chandra Sen, Dr Meghnad Saha, Dr Niharranjan 
Ray, Dr Suniti Kumar Chattopadhyay, Kumar Munindra Deb Ray, Sarala Debi, 
Pramathanath Bisi, Gurusaday Datta, Haraprasad Mitra, Tarasankar Bandyopadhyay, 
Annadasankar Roy and so on. The Library has a glorious past. It contributed extensively to _ 
the development of its surrounding society and contributed largely to the library movement 
in the state of West Bengal. 





VISITORS OF THE LIBRARY: 

l; MrR. P. Deshpande, Ayakar Coop. Society, Pune. 

2. Dr S. S. Marulayya, 'Ragini' Service Road, Bangalore. 

3. Mr Balram Saha, Parliament Library, New Delhi. 

4. Dr M Sanjappa, Director, Botanical Survey of India, Salt Lake, Kolkata. 
5: Dr Bettina Snyder, Schuknechtstr. 63, 64289 Darmstadt, Germany. 

6. Mrs Eromica Raju, SDA High School, Ibrahimpatnan, Andhra Pradesh. 
Fe Dr Lois P. Lynch, 2350 Emerald Forest, East Lansing, MI, USA. 

8. Dr Mina Sanjay Shah, Varma Nagar, Andheri, Mumbai. 

9. Dr R. R. Belle, DGR, State Bank of India, Howrah. 

10. Mrs. Ruchika Govil, Director (Finance), Ministry of Culture, Govt. of 


India, New Delhi. 





His Excellancy Governor of West Bengal Shri Viren J Shah on a visit to the National Library 


IL 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 


Ms. Sudha Gopalakrishnan, Mission Director, National Mission for 
Manuscripts, Ministry of Culture, New Delhi. 

Mr. Faygal Chaazi, Morocco. 

Dr Ali Okla Iersan, Arabic writer, Damascus, Syria. 

Dr Bhabaprasad Mahapatra, Golula Nilaya, Haripur, Cuttack, Orissa. 
Rev Prof Keiyo Arai, 22,4-Chome, Takinogawa, Kita-ku, Tokyo, Japan. 
Mr. R.R.Bhandari, General Manager, South Eastern Railways, Kolkata. 
MrSumitrajit Dhar & Julia Paulk Dhar, 9421 Luckwod,Skopie,IL, USA. 


18. Mr B Mukhopadhayay, Jadavpur University, Kolkata. 

19. Mr Dev Simone, 1211, Geneva, Switzerland. 

20. Prof. Jose Paz, Tagore scholar, Durena, Spain. 

21. Prof ESundaramoorthy, Vice Chancellor, Tanjavur Univ., Tamil Nadu. 


ADMINISTRATION: 


The Administration of the National Library reported the following 
about: 


RETIREMENT: 


1 Km. Uma Majumdar, Assistant Library & Information Officer retired 
from service on 30" November 2004. 


2. Shri P K Sarkar, Library & Information Assistant retired from service on 
31.12.2004. 

E Shri Dina Bandhu Dutta, Security Guard retired from service on 
31.12.2004. 


4. Shri Sadhan Chandra Deb, Library Clerk opted for voluntary 
retirement and was released from 31.12.2004. 


OBITUARY: 


l. Shri Nemai Chandra Das who served this Library and superannuated, expired 
on 12" August 2004. 

2. Shri Nader Chand Mondal a serving Security Guard expired on 8" 
October 2004. 





LIST OF PRINTED PUBLICATIONS OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY, 
KOLKATA 


1. Author catalogue of printed books in Bengali language 


Vol. 1 A-F 1997 Rs. 296.00 
Vol. 2 G-I 1997 Rs. 328.00 
Vol. 3 M-R 1959 (old edition) Rs. 09.55 
Vol. 3 M-R 1997 Rs. 475.00 
Vol. 4 S-Z 1963 (old edition) Rs. 4.70 
2. Author catalogue of printed books in English language 
Vol. 1 Supplement 1962-80 Rs. 507.00 
Vol. 2 Supplement pt. 1 1962-80 Rs.1604.00 
3: Author catalogue of printed books in European languages, 1941-64 
Vol. 1 A-B 1941 Rs. 06.12 
Vol. 2 C-E 1942 Rs. 06.00 
Vol. 3 F-H 1942 Rs. 06.10 
Vol4  / -—— — ——— 
Vol. 5 M 1953 Rs. 12.12 
Vol. 6 N-P 1954 Rs. 1112 
Vol. 7 Q-R 1956 Rs. 06.75 
Vol. 8 S 1960 Rs. 06.25 
Vol. 9 T-V 1963 Rs. 07.25 
Vol.10 W-Z 1964 Rs. 11.12 
4. Author catalogue of printed books in European languages, Supplement, 1951-61 
Vol. 1 A 1966 Rs. 16.50 
Vol. 2 B 1973 Rs. 13.50 
Vol. 3 C 1975 Rs. 12.00 
Vol. 4 D-E 1977 Rs. 60.00 
Vol. 5 F-G 1978 Rs. 35.00 
Vol. 6 H-I 1980 Rs. 55.00 
Vol. 7 J-L 1982 Rs. 56.00 
Vol. 8 M 1982 Rs. 67.00 
Vol. 9 N-R 1985 Rs. 233.00 


Vol. 10 S 1985 Rs. 165.00 

Vol. 11 T-Z 1989 Rs. 297.00 
5. Author catalogue of printed books in Hindi language. 

Vol. 1 A-B 1991 Rs. 185.00 
6. Author catalogue of printed books in Tamil language. 

Vol. 1 A-K 1990 Rs. 70.00 

Vol. 2 S (supplement) Rs, 165,00 
gi Authortable for Indian names, 1961. Rs. 9.50 


8. Asutosh collection Golden Jubilee volume, 1949-1999. 
9. Bibliography of dictionaries and encyclopedias in Indian languages, 


1964, Rs. 475 
10. Bibliography of Indology. 
Vol.1 Indian Anthropology 1960 Rs. 5.00 
Vol.2 Indian Botany, pt.1 A-J 1961 Rs. 8.00 
Vol.2 Indian Botany, pt.2 K-Z 1965 Rs. 825 
Vol.3 Bengali language and Literature, pt. 1 1964 Rs. 6.00 
ll. Bibliography of Nayaya Philosophy 1993 Rs. 346.00 
12. Bibliographical control in India, 1988 Rs. 75.00 
13. Brochure on National Library, 1992 Rs. 43.00 
14. Catalogue of periodicals, newspapers and gazettes, 
Vol.1. 1956 Rs. 6.00 
15. Catalogue of Persian manuscripts in Buhar collection, 1982. 
Xeroxed bound volume, 1988 Rs. 45.00 
16. Catalogue of Persian manuscripts of Sir Jadunath Sircar collection, 
1972. Xeroxed bound volume, 1988 Rs. 40.00 
17. Catalogue of printed books in the Asutosh collection: 
Vol.1 Fine Arts 1958 Rs. 6.00 
Vol.2 Literature (American & European) 1963 Rs. 11.00 
Vol.3 History, Geography, Travels & Biography 1978 Rs. 256.50 
Vol.4 Science and Technology 1983 Rs. 95.00 
18. Catalogue of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit books, 
Supplement, 1947-1980 A-Z 1988 Rs. 778.00 
19. Conservation of library materials. 1985 Rs. 78.00 


20. Glimpses of India through western eyes. 1992 Rs. 45.00 


Index translation. 1963 Rs. 12.00 
India's National Library by B S Kesavan. 1961 Rs. 10.00 
India's National Library: Systematization and modernization, by 
Uma Majumdar. 1987 Rs. 210.00 
Indological studies and South Asia:Bibliography, 1988 Rs. 115.00 
National Library and public library development: 150" anniversary 
of the Calcutta Public Library. 1987 Rs. 169.00 
Planning modernization and preservation: Programme in the South 
- Asian libraries. 1990 Rs. 280.00 
Preservation of documents by N N Sarkar 2000 Rs. 810.00 
Rabindra grantha suchi in Bengali language, 
Vol.1, pt.1. 1988 Rs. 110.00 
Tej Bahadur Sapru's correspondences: A checklist. 
1961 Rs. 13.40 

A set of post cards with pictures selected from the National 
Library's collection. Rs. 40.00 
Subject catalogue of printed books in European languages: 

Vol. 1 A 1951-61 1966 Rs. 15.00 

Vol. 2 B 1951-61 1973 Rs. 13.95 
Subject index to the Author catalogue: 

1* supplement. 1929 Ra 325 

2" supplement. 1939 Rs. 3.94 
S. R. Ranganathan: A tribute. 1993 Rs. 83.00 
Origin of the National Library:Days of the Calcutta Public Library, 
by P T Nair. 2004 Rs. 500.00 
Information Brochure 2003 -— ===-= 
The National Library: A treasure house of knowledge: a set of 12 
coloured picture post cards 2003 Rs. (2400 — 
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A view of the International Conference on National Library Services at Taj Bengal auditorium at Kolkata 





A scene from the dance drama staged by the Gurukul Ballet Troupe in frint of the Viceregal Palace, 
which houses the National Library of India. 
Courtesy Reprography Division, National Library of India 


d , as 
inaugural ceremony of the Bhasha Bhavan: Hon'ble Union Minister of Culture, 
Shri Jaipal Reddy, Chief Minister of West Bengal Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, 


Library of India Prof udhendu Mandal and the rést at the Bhasha Bhavan Auditorium 
» on 8" October 2004 





